THE IDEAL REPUBLIC               201

to provide the first type of the ideal Republic, would
reconquer her old position as the schoolmistress of
European civilization. The new Republic would not
teach Socialism which was material, but association
which was spiritual. It would not cry up wages,
but exalt character; it would not achieve economic
equality, but establish moral unity. States may be
prosperous and self-centred ; living upon a low plane
of duty and disinterestedness they may show a fine
surplus and a long array of peaceful and unruffled
generations ; but such was not to be the ignoble
destiny of the Italian Republic. That visionary polity
was to be a fashioning tool for the moral improvement
of the races of Europe. So far from wrapping itself
in the selfish doctrine of non-intervention, it would
throw the whole force of its vivid and spirited sym-
pathy into all the great human causes of the world.
It would help the Poles and Hungarians to be free.
The electric shock of its moral conviction and military
ardour would bring the monarchies of Continental
Europe quivering to the ground. From Italy would
spread the religion of the Republic, a doctrine founded
on Theism and on a belief in the invisible but benign
hand of Providence effecting its large and splendid
purpose through the dark and perplexed tissues of
human history.

Such in outline was the creed of the new Republic,
a creed deriving some of its elements from the Ghibelline
vision of Dante, others from the radical Catholicism
of Lamennais, and, as Mazzini preached it, so in
essentials was its spirit absorbed by thousands of
young Italians who, without the transforming power
of that high idealism, would have been delivered up to
a soulless rage against priestcraft and tyranny.